Vesper Propers, May 8, 2011
Sunday of the Myrrhbearers
Third Paschal Sunday

All page numbers refer to the Paschal Vespers Book.

The holy apostle and evangelist John the Theologian, who, son of Zebedee, with his brother
James and Peter was a witness of the transfiguration and also of the passion of the Lord. At the
cross hetook Mary as his mother, at the command of the dying Lord. In the Gospel and his other
writings he shows himself to be atheologian. He was found worthy to contemplate the glory of the
incarnate Word, which he saw and proclaimed.

Psalm 140 - Tone 2
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like an eve - ning sac - ri - ficee Hear me, O Lord

O Lord, set aguard before my mouth
and set a seal on the door of my lips.
Let not my heart beinclined to evil,
nor make excuse for the sins | commit.
Let me never share in sinners' feasting.
If ajust man strikes or reproves meit is kindness
but let the oil of the wicked not anoint my head.
Let my prayer be ever against their malice.
The princes were thrown down by the side of the rock;
then they understood that my words were kind.



Asamillstoneis shattered to pieces on the ground,
so their bones were strewn at the mouth of the grave.

Toyou, Lord God, my eyes are turned;
inyou | take refuge; spare my soul!

From the trap they have laid for me keep me safe;
keep me from the snares of those who do evil.

Let the wicked fall into the traps they have set
while | pursue my way unharmed.

Psalm 141 With al my voicel cry to the Lord,
with all my voice | entreat the Lord.

| pour out my trouble before him;
| tell him all my distress while my spirit faints within me.

But you, O Lord, know my path.
On the way where | shall walk they have hidden a snare to entrap me.

Look on my right and see:
there is no one who takes my part.

I have no means of escape,
not one who cares for my soul.

| cry toyou, O Lord.
| have said: "Y ou are my refuge, all | have in the land of the living."

Listen, then, to my cry
for I am in the depths of distress.

Rescue me from those who pursue me
for they are stronger than I.

Cantor: (Tone 2) Bring my soul out of this prison
(on 10) and then | shall praise your name.
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Come, let us a-dore God the Word, who was born of the Father be-fore
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al ag - es, and was in-car-nate from the Vir-gin Mar-y. For he en-dured
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Cantor: Around me the just will assemble
(on9) because of your goodness to me.
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Christ our Sav - ior cancelled the decree that was writ-ten a - gainst us, by
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We bow before his res-ur - rec - tion on the third day.
Cantor: Out of the depths | cry to you, O Lord,; Psalm 129
(on 8) Lord, hear my voice!
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With the arch-angels, let us sing hymns to Christ's res-ur - rec - tion; for he is

the Redeemer and Sav-ior of our souls. He is com-ing agan in awesome glory
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and might-y pow - er to judge the world which he has fash - ioned.
Cantor: Let your ears be attentive
(on7) to the voice of my pleading.
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gives life to al mor-ta flesh? Christ our God has ris-en from the dead. He
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is the Al-might-y One who grants to al enlightenment, eter-nal life and
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great mer - cy.
Cantor: If you, O Lord, should mark our guilt, Lord, who would survive?
(on 6) But with you is found forgiveness: for this we revere you.
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Why do you sprin-kle your myrrh with tears, O wom-en dis-ci -
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0 - ver death. The seals give bril - liant wit - ness that the guards of the

god - less have watched in vain, that mor -tad na- ture has been saved by the
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pro-claim-ing to the a - pos - tles that Christ, the conqueror of death, is the
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first-born  of the dead. He shall go be-fore you in-to Ga li - lee.
Cantor: My soul iswaiting for the Lord, | count on hisword.
(ond) My soul islonging for the Lord more than watchman for daybreak.
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The  myrrh-bearing women, O Christ, rose up early and has-tened to your tomb,
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seek -ing to anoint your most pure bod - y. But when the glad tidings
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as her - ads of joy. The Lead - er of our salvation has ris-en and
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con - quered death. He grants the world eter-nal life and great mer - cy.
Cantor: Let the watchman count on daybreak
(on 4) and Isragl on the Lord.
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Cantor: Because with the Lord there is mercy and fullness of redemption,
(on 3) Israel indeed he will redeem from all itsiniquity.
All repeat: “ As the witness of revelations beyond words...”

Cantor: Praise the Lord, al you nations, Psalm 116
(on2) acclaim him all you peoples!
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Pray for the sad - va - tion of our souls.
Cantor: Strong isthe love of the Lord for us;
(on 1) heis faithful forever.
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Cantor:

(Tone 6) Glory...

Doxastikon - Tone 6
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The myrrh - bearing women, O Savior, came to your grave, and they saw that
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cried out with tears and sad:

Who has robbed us of  our hope? Who has
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Cantor: (Tone2) Now and ever...

Dogmatikon - Tone 2
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The shad - ow of the Law passed a- way when grace ar -rived, for, like
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the bush which burned but was not con-sumed, you gave birth as a virgin, and a
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of Jus- tice dawned; in-stead of Mo-ses, Christ— the sal -va-tion of our souls.

The service continues on page 12.

Readings 1John3:21-4:6
1John4:11-16
1John4:20-5:5



LitijaHymns

Tone 1 Bolhar
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Cantor: (Tone 4) Glory...
Doxastikon Tone 4 Bolhar
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Christ is God and the Sav - ior of our souls.
Cantor: (Tone 6) Now and ever...
Theotokion Tone 6 samohlasen
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and we sing with the an - gelss Re - joice, O Lady: advo-cate, pro - tec - tor

and sd - va - - - tion of souls.

The Litany of the Litija is found in the Appendix on page 26.
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Aposticha

Tone 2
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The aposticha continue with the Paschal Sichera. The faithful come forward to kiss the
cross as at Paschal Matins.
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is Christ the Re - deem
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the Pasch of the faith-ful, the Pasch which is the key to the gates of Par-a-dise,
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13



Celebrant:
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Glo-ry to the Fa-ther, and to the Son, and to the Ho - ly
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O a-pos-tle of Christ, O evangelist, O the-o - lo-gian, you were the mystic of the
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and re-ject-ed their false teach-ings. You appeared as the favorite and be-lov - ed

friend of Christ, e - ven as the thundering Isaiah and Mo - ses who saw  God.
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Doxastikon of Pascha
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and let us em-brace one an - oth - erl Let us cal "Bre - thren"
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e - ven those who hate us, and in the Re - sur - rec - tion,
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for-give ev-'ry thing and let us sing: Christ is ris- en from the dead!
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By death he tram-pled death; and to those in the tombs he grant-ed life.

The service continues on page 19.

Troparia
Troparion of the Resurrection - Tone 2
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When you de - scended to death, O Im - mor-ta Life, you de-stroyed
n 4 I I P— - A I I I P—
Y =l | | | | | | | | | T | | | | | |
@ E | | | | | | | | % % | !’,} i 'I 'I | |
D)) “
Ha- des by the brilliance of your di - vin-i-ty; and when you raised the dead
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from the depths of the earth, al the heav-en-ly pow - ers cried out:
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O Giv - e of Life, Christ our God, glo - - - ry to you.
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The no - ble Joseph took down your most pure bod -
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He wrapped it in a clean shroud, and with fra- grant spices laid it in bur-jal
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in a new tomb. But you, O Lord, a - rose on the third day,
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be - stow - ing gret mer - cy up - on the world.
Cantor: Glory...

Troparion of the holy apostle and evangelist John - Tone 2
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lacks an-y oth-e de-fense He who ac - cepted that you lay your head
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on his breast will a - so ac - cept your pray'r. Pray to Christ, O
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The - o - lo - gian, that he may overcome the darkness of pa - gan
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na - tions, and beg that he grant us peace and a - bun - dant mer - cy.
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Cantor: Now and ever...

Troparion of the Myrrh-bearers - Tone 2
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Myrrh is  fit - ting for the dead, but Chris has shown himsef not

sub-ject to cor-rup - tion. So now cry out: The Lord is ris - en,
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be-stow -ing gret mer - cy up-on the world.

The service continues with the Blessing of Bread, page 29.
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